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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 08 November 
2005. 

2. Applicant's arguments in the Appeal Brief for the last final Office Action are 
persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

3. Claim 36 is canceled. 

4. Claims 1-35, 37-46 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-35, 37-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Goldick U.S. patent application 
publication # 2003/0101300 A1. 

7. As to claim 1 , Goldick, Method And System For Locking Multiple Resources In A 
Distributed Environment, taught the invention substantially as claimed (e.g. as in 
exemplary claim 1) including a method of accessing, by a client (Fig. 1, client 102 or 
104 or 106), one or more files (Fig. 1, resources) residing in a server (Fig. 1, server 108) 
comprising: 

requesting, by the client, downloading of a selected file residing in the server (providing 
a particular resource (Fig. 6, item 604) associated with lock object (Fig. 6, item 606)), 



Application/Control Number: 10/085,218 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2142 

the selected file associated with at least one associated file (Fig. 6, a lock object 606) 
and including instructions (information related to what types of lock, paragraph [0048]) 
to access, either directly or indirectly, the associated file (Goldick, Abstract, Fig. 1, 
paragraphs [0010]-[0016], the access request incorporates information related to the 
type of access that is being requested, i.e., to read, to write, to delete, etc. Additionally 
the request information further includes information as to what resource is to be locked. 
In other embodiments the request may include other information as well. In particular, 
the access request includes a URI list of resources that are to be locked; Figs. 6-7, 
paragraphs [0079]-[0092])\ 

in response to requesting downloading of the selected file, initiating downloading of the 
selected file and automatically determining the identity of, and initiating downloading of, 
the at least one associated file (Goldick, Abstract, paragraphs [0010]-[0016]; The 
services layer then processes the request, i.e., determines whether the client 
application may access the data object in the requested manner. If the application is 
able to access the data object in the requested manner, the services layer 314 returns a 
lock token 322 to the client application program 318 and allows the requested access 
(paragraph [0046]; Figs. 6-7, paragraphs [0079]-[0092]); 

initiating storing, in a memory associated with the client, of the selected file and the at 
least one associated file under respective local identifiers (Goldick, Abstract, 
paragraphs [0010]-[0016]; Figs. 6-7, paragraphs [0079]-[0092], URIs). 
8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at the 
time of the invention was made that the claimed invention differed from the teachings of 
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Goldick only by the degree, e.g., in the claimed downloading of a selected file. But this 
is no more than a difference in a degree because downloading or transferring or 
providing of a selected file, or just providing a particular resource or a lock object taught 
by Goldick, they provide a selection for the user. The heart of the invention is providing 
accessing a particular file and all of its associated files by local identifiers so that in case 
of the server has to providing multiple times of the associated files. Goldick exactly was 
directed to the same purpose, i.e., to provide a lock token or a cookie representing the 
locks on the various resources in case of network overhead. Other claimed elements of 
the dependent claims are all obvious variation of the well-known features of file 
accessing and rejected accordingly. 

9. As to claim 2, Goldick discloses maintaining, by a document manager residing in 
the server, respective profiles of the one or more files (Fig. 1, resources 112; Fig. 6; 
store 602; paragraphs [0024]-[0028]; [0080]-[0082]). 

10. As to claim 3, Goldick discloses, wherein the selected file is associated 

with at least one profile, the at least one profile (lock object) identifying the at least one 
associated file (Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]). 

11. As to claim 4, Goldick discloses, wherein the profile identifies the at least one 
associated file by the Uniform Resource Locator (Fig. 3, URI). 

12. As to claim 5, Goldick discloses, wherein automatically determining the identity 
of, and initiating downloading of, the at least one associated file comprises examining a 
profile of the selected file, the profile identifying the at least one associated file (Fig. 3; 
paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 
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1 3. As to claim 6, Goldick discloses, and further comprising maintaining a respective 
status file for each of the selected file and the at least one associated file, each status 
file indicating one or more properties of the respective selected file and the at least one 
associated file (Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 

14. As to claim 7, Goldick discloses, wherein the status file is a cookie file (Fig. 3; 
paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 

15. As to claim 8, Goldick discloses, wherein the status file consists solely of a 
timestamp indicative of a time of download (Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; 
paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 

1 6. As to claim 9, Goldick discloses, wherein the status file comprises a timestamp 
indicative of a time of download, a check out status, and respective identities of the at 
least one associated file (Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]- 
[0082]). 

1 7. As to claim 1 0, Goldick discloses, wherein the memory associated with the client 
is a root of a cache, the root identified by a root directory identifier (Fig. 1, paragraphs 
[0024]-[0028]; Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 

1 8. As to claim 1 1 , Goldick discloses, wherein each of the respective local identifiers 
comprises the root directory identifier (Fig. 1, paragraphs [0024]-[0028]; Fig. 3; 
paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082]). 

1 9. As to claim 1 2, Goldick discloses, generating, by the client, the one or more files 
for uploading to the server (Fig. 1, paragraphs [0024]-[0028]; Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]- 
[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]-[0082])\ 
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generating, by the client, a profile associated with each of the one or more files (Fig. 1, 
paragraphs [0024]-[0028]; Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs [0080]- 
[0082]); and 

uploading, by the client, the profile and the each of the one or more files to the server 
(Fig. 1, paragraphs [0024]-[0028]; Fig. 3; paragraphs [0040]-[0062]; Fig. 6; paragraphs 
[0080]-[0082]). 

20. Claim 1 3 is similar limitations of claim 1 , 4; therefore, it is rejected under the 
same rationale as in claims 1, 4. 

21 . Claims 14-23 are similar limitations of claims 2-3, 5-12; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale as in claims 2-3, 5-12. 

22. Claim 24 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 1 ; it is rejected under the 
same rationale as in claims 1. 

23. Claims 25-35 similar limitations of claims 2-12; therefore, they are rejected under 
the same rationale as in claims 2-12. 

24. Claim 37 is corresponding system claim of claim 1 ; it is rejected under the same 
rationale as in claims 1 . 

25. Claims 38-46 similar limitations of claims 4-1 2; therefore, they are rejected under 
the same rationale as in claims 2-12. 

26. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 






